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IN THIS ISSUE�
WELCOME to our Autumn

newsletter for families, governors

and stakeholders to find out all

about what has been happening

over the past term here at 

Future Finders! We would like to

take this opportunity to wish all of

our pupils, staff and families all the

very best for Christmas.
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INTERACT WITH US!
You can keep up with what we’re doing here at Future Finders via our Facebook page

and through our weekly blogs. The New Bridge Group Twitter and Facebook pages

also provide regular updates from across the New Bridge family. We love to see your

feedback and comments and look forward to sharing our activities and adventures

with you!



As the Winter break and Christmas draws near and we

reflect upon a year of challenges and opportunities, it is

great to look back on the phenomenal developments

Future Finders Employability College have made during

the first term of the 2022-23 academic year. Firstly, I

would like to thank our students for the incredible

energy, enthusiasm and commitment they all exhibit

towards their studies, achieving their learning and

personal goals and being a valued member of the College

family. Also, I would like to commend all staff for all of

their hard work and dedication throughout this term. I am

extremely proud of all the wonderful activities and

support that our staff have provided for students and

very proud of how well students have engaged in these

activities. I am privileged in my role as Head of College to

see this on a daily basis and I am looking forward to this

continued work next term in order to make further

developments in the College to enable all students to be

the best that they can be.

I want to express my appreciation to our Directors for

your ongoing dedication and devotion. Similarly, I wish to

thank all parents, carers and families for your ongoing

support. With you at our side, I continue to look forward

to what the future holds for students at Future Finders

Employability College.

I hope that students and staff will take time out with the

important people in their lives to relax over the festive

period and recharge ready for the new year. I want our

students to be highly successful. However, I firmly

believe that this may not be possible without first being

happy, healthy and safe. For us all, getting this balance

can be challenging. However, I hope this Winter break,

you find that balance and enjoy quality time with your

loved ones and I look forward to welcoming you all back

in 2023!

The last things left for me to say are

that I really do hope you enjoy reading

our Autumn Newsletter and please do

all have a very wonderful, enjoyable

and safe Winter break.

Scott Mckeown, Head of Future

Finders Employability College
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Message from Student Council

I would just like to say what a wonderful, productive term this has been for all pathways. The

newcomers that started in September have settled in beautifully and are very much a part of our

growing New Bridge family. A huge well done to all pathways for their continued hard work and

positive attitudes over the last two months. 

Future finders/Bridging the gap and Pre-Interns have made brilliant first-impressions on their new

work placements and we hope that they continue their hard work. 

Digital have designed a new product called tin-tastic, which has proven to be very popular amongst

the college and even the general public. 

Lumenus have been working with various performing arts groups (Oldham Coliseum, Touchdown

Dance and Oldham Theatre Workshop) and have used the hard work to perform a show at Oldham

Theatre Workshop. 

ACTIV 8 1 have been taking part in AOT football, doing Duke of Edinburg activities to follow routes

and achieving BTEC level 1. 

ACTIV 8 2 have been playing basketball, being visited by a personal trainer called Callum Scholes,

played first fixtures in the football league and have started their BTEC qualifications. We are

immensely proud of the hard work from all pathways and I hope that everyone has a restful,

prosperous Christmas and a happy, healthy New Year. 

Kind Regards, Peter Machin and the Student Council



I just want to say that I can’t believe it’s

Christmas already and WOW what a term it

has been. As always, it’s a privilege to work

with a hardworking, motivated and inspiring

group of young adults. Future Finders, over

the course of the year so far, have managed

to boost our cohort of placements across

the Oldham area. These have included

Brewers Fayre, The Range, Toby Carvery

and Curry’s. 

Placements are a huge success and it’s

fantastic watching our students grow in

confidence, professionalism and gaining a

clear understanding of what is expected in

a workplace

For me, within a newsletter, I think it’s

important to have a student voice to explain

what they have enjoyed when attending

Future Finders

To start us off, Jake wanted to give you an

overview of his time at placement this term.

“My first term in Future Finders has been a

challenge. All of us as a class were tasked

to try and find/apply for a job and to also

understand aspects on how the real-world

works understanding taxes, pay cheques,

travelling to and from work and how working

environments work in different ways. I have

had to also organise my CV so that when I

apply for a job, all my information will be

there with no hassle. 

Future Finders



I have attended a variety of placements this

year but around late October, Colin was able

to find me a Placement at The Range and I am

really enjoying it here! My jobs are helping

staff with stocking various items, unloading

cages to shelves, keeping the store clean and

safe as well as offering friendly customer

service.  My Job Coaches and The Range are

teaching me lots of valuable skills that I can

use in the future.”

Cheers Jake, I would like to now share some

pictures with you of our amazing students at

placements.

You are all doing amazingly well, and should be

extremely proud of the progress you are all

making.

Future Finders isn’t always work, work, work.

We had the opportunity to take our students on a trip just before the end of the year, when

we went to The Backyard Cinema in Manchester. To follow this up, Pete, one of our students

wanted to share his experience of the trip and here is what he had to say. Over to you,

Peter...

“Future Finders visited the newly built Backyard Cinema in Manchester to watch Elf. Myself

and the students enjoyed the experience

immensely and the room was filled with

laughter, as one would expect when watching

a hilarious film like that. As well as the cinema,

there was also a walk-through attraction that

involved actors scaring the guests, mazes,

unusual objects that could well have been

cursed, time portals and much more. It was a

wonderful day out by all accounts and we had

such a lovely time. Oh, and the food was

amazing.”

I want to finish by saying a huge thank you to

all parents and careers for the support

throughout the year and wish you all a Merry

Christmas from the Future Finders staff and

students.



ENGLISH
What an exciting, thought-provoking and jam-packed term we have

had in English! 

We have focused on the theme of Crime and Punishment. Pupils

have been exploring notorious crime stories, local incidents and

contemporary issues such as: the glamorisation of murder, cyber

criminals, human trafficking and county lines. From the Moors

Murderers to the Tinder Swindler, pupils have been asking questions

like: Do celebrities perpetrate drug problems within society? Is

Netflix responsible for the modern murderer? Does our justice

system turn a blind-eye to certain crimes? 

In Autumn 1, pupils took part in an in-depth assessment and

feedback process. They undertook initial assessments and set

themselves personal targets to work on throughout the Autumn

term. It was fantastic to see pupils identify their strengths and areas

for improvement. Pupils also began to practice for their speaking

and listening assessments. 

In Autumn 2, pupils have worked extremely hard on the

development of their reading skills. Pupils have explored the three

different ways of reading that allow them to find the information

they want quickly and accurately. They have studied texts such as

police reports, news articles and wanted posters to understand the

different purposes of texts. Furthermore, they have studied the use

of language features and have practiced the comparison of texts.

Pupils have also continued to work on their speaking and listening

skills through thoughtful discussions and debate around

controversial issues. 

In our final weeks of the term, pupils were assessed for a second

time to measure their reading progress. In just four weeks, every

single one of our pupils has either improved on their reading score

or passed their reading paper; this is an outstanding achievement

and a testament to their hard work. We are so proud of their effort,

dedication and engagement with the curriculum so far and it has

been a joy to see them interested and excited about their learning. 

Below, some of our pupils have kindly offered to share their

experiences of this term.  



“In English this half-term, I have done quite a

lot. Crime and Punishment was our theme. So

far in English, we have done notorious killers

like Ian Brady and Myra Hindley (who killed

Keith Bennett). We have learned about The

Tinder Swindler aka Simon Hayut who used

the social media app Tinder and went around

tricking women for their money. Also, with

Miss Letcher, I have developed my reading

skills. I did that by reading articles on these

people or other tasks.”

“I have really, really enjoyed our Crime and

Punishment topic. I think it is something we

should talk about more. It is important that

we don’t always think of murderers as just

bad people and we think about what is going

on in their mind or why they do the things

they do.” 

After the Christmas break, we will continue

to work on this topic but we will be focusing

on our writing skills. We will also continue to

work on our speaking and listening

assessments.

The English department would like to wish

you all a very Merry Christmas. We hope all

of our pupils enjoy a well-deserved break and

create wonderful memories with their loved

ones. 

Chloe and Abbie
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